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For the causes of this grievous mistake we must look to the
history of the elementary-school curriculum, and especially to
the operation of payment by results. The annual examination
made a rigid class system of teaching practically inevitable.
If a class did well, the teacher wanted to claim the credit, and
if a class did badly, the authorities wanted to fix the blame.
Payment by results is dead and gone. But tradition dies
hard.
Correlation So keenly did English and American teachers
feel the evils of a curriculum split up into water-
tight compartments called "subjects" that in the 1890's many
of them grasped eagerly at the idea of a "correlation of sub-
jects"—an idea which was part and parcel of the system of
pedagogic thought elaborated by the disciples of Herbart.
One subject, say history, or nature-study, was to be singled
out and made the core or centre round which all the other
subjects were to be grouped, and with which they were to be
associated. If history be made the centre, reading material
may obviously be correlated with it, national songs may be
sung, drawing lessons may present the development of art in
the period chosen, geographical and scientific discovery may
be brought in, and possibly, though here an element of
artificiality appears, mathematical problems may connect
themselves with some of the history material. Within the
memory of people still living, one movement of reform after
another has appeared, has been overworked and misinter-
preted by zealous partisans, has had its day, but has not entirely
ceased to be, because it has left behind it some permanent
addition to the common stock of useful ideas. It was thus with
the Pestalozzian object lessons, and with FroebePs "gifts," it
will be thus with the Montessori and the Dalton plan, and it
was certainly thus with the Herbartian scheme of correlation
or concentration. Orthodox teachers laughed its ardem
advocates out of court:

